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14 you felt that ymir Gciclief l Severer dews; *t ter 

were late, you art rights tD no fsuli fri Bob DU ion, who 
had resigned is editor, the Newsletter was not prepare fir 
ill led. As you can set by reading this ;ssue, things ire 
hack on track and we are liaised that Bob has agreed to 
muie his excellent services to BCfiU inform ae that 
there is a backlog of eater iah for the 16-bit Sachin* but 
articles for the 8-bit ire fewer. If you have an idea 
knocking around for a review or article for the S-iiit* 
contact Bob Billon or the 8H»!t editor, JU! Etes Jardins, 
They will assist you in getting that idea into print for our 
next Newsletter, 

Officers 

following the tloveeber nesting, the Executive Bo<?rd of 
SCAT teet. ftt that tiae ws ^ere ii*for§ed that Jeff Hi! hats 
will not be asle io continue as SCAT Presides ouw to other 
coisitients and has resigned. The Board saved and vote* to 
appoint Ken field as chfc Presldert for the balance of the 
term, As that action left a vacancy hr Vke President* ;fne 
Yocui was elected by the Board to fill ini ter*, I that 
all club aesbers will offer the new officers support in the 
aonths to coae. I as v^ y pleased that !*ike wil: be able to 
filHn as Vice President. Wo nsth wil i3kc- efforts to 
listen and respond to feedback fro* you an alt niters Atari 
and SCAT, You can reach us at tbs miebers listed at the back 
of the Newsletter* df if you have a fcedet, yci m, mve . 
messages for us on thr SCAT BBS. 


> C; r~ sr* i-s* 


Holiday Party 

* ** , : t 

Here already? It t&nH be but it is, SCAT will be having 
its annual Holiday Party again at the Beecher meeting. No .< 
will proyide the chicken* soft drinks, and plates, he need 
you to priim cookies and other snacks to share, This will be 
i lechers Only 1 party so you and your family are welcome to 
cose and enjoy yourself in Room i024 of College of BuPage 
(That’s the same raoa we in last year). As in past 
years, we will also sponsor m auction of computer software, 
equipment, and accessories with a percentage going to a 
needy family (see below). There will also be a swap of new 
and used goods (originals only} before the meeting. For 
further information feel free to contact Nike Yocui at 
464-4494* He has agreed to coordinate this years party and I 
as sore he could use help in set-up and arrangements. 

Needy Family 

Et has fcsease a tradition with the SCAT Club that members 
share a little of what they have around the Holiday season 
with a family less fortunate, Last year we saw around 1500 
go to a couple that Has in desperate need of cheer for their 
two little ones* ms year we are again hoping that club 
members will open their hearts to help those in need. He 
*il) contribute the :ost cf alt PD disks bought fro# our 
library this month to the Needy Family Fund as well as a 101 
for ail auctioned goods. Those who want to donate items to 
be dub to auction will be thanked and for those who 
contribute cash amounts over 110 will be given their choice 
of a library disk. Receipts are available for your tax 
records. This season should be special for everyone - let’s 
do what we can to sake it happen. 


Bee you at the party! 
Ken Reid 


MEANS BUSINESS 
A Report from the 1988 Comdex 


By Anita Malnitj, 
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periissicn 

Atari intends to give the likes of Sun flicrosysteas a fid 
Apollo Ccsputers a run for the soney with Abai) {the root 
wfcu U, abacus) , the new transputer -based wr fc station that 
the coapany is showing here. 

By using ft I SC (Reduced Instruction Set Dosputeri 
architecture, the *acicstat!&.i sill operate at 10 RIPS 
(Billion instruction.: ;ier second!. The latest graphics 
hardware and the IriS T-800 — the Inaos Caapany’s 32-bit 
•ieroprecessor -- coebiiu. to (ora affordable, powerful 
persona! workstations. A single transputer can deliver over 
ten tines the power of an IBti PC AT. However, there’s even 
greater strength in anthers. Vou can connect two. Id, 10*> or 
even ROHE transputers to create a relatively low-cost 
cosputer worfcsU on with the poser of a supercosputer, 

(Talk is that the price will he in the *5000 range.) When 
attached to a transputer, the ST or (legs acts as the 
input/output device for the systea. Transputers can be 
linked via a built-in high-speed serial port to fora a 
aulti processor array or a local area network. 

Helios, the Unix-like operating systes. was developed by 
the Perihelion Crepany in Great Britain, as was the 
transputer beard itself. The Helios operating systes 
encourages the use A aany sssl) prograss which work 
together to create a final product. 

Shire* Siiv-\ ..can’s vice president of research and 
devsloprent, sxpects that the transputer will be used 
primarily in -nginEsrirn and science applications. Included 
t. th ilbsq will be a vary high resolution son it or, capable of 
four graphic:- codas; 1230 K ?60 in 16 colors or sonochrose; 
1024 3! 768 in 2*i rolors; 640 K 480 in 256 colors with two 
screens; and 5)2 ? »•) .« 16 Billion colors plus overlay. Ho 
fire delivery rac : Sit, but late 1986 seess to be the 
sost talkeu-abnui ; isa son. Free a first-hand view, the 
crisp, vibrant v .vies tsuch as four -isparate pictures 
running siwltwnu* j.ly* -s drawing crushing crowds, 

(.MHBi FDft ATARI 

The exciting CO-R'Off y 1 syar introduced at Cortex can read 
up to 540 sigalyieu -f d*ta or play Basic. It connects to 
Atari’s ST and ileg* cciputars through the BRA (direct sesory 
access! chanfscl, * cuweni cations port that t r ansaits data 
at up to 10 as 11 ion bits per second. At 540®, the player 
can store ecru data than 1.00C floppy disks or 205,000 
printed pages. 


START Editor 


Deacnstrated at the show is an English and French visual 
dictionary fros Facts on Fil_. It is categorized by topics 
such as transportation and food: click on the transportation 
theee and choose fron an array of ■ ipics such as ferrys, 
container ships, airport tec sir..'!; and so on — all Rets 
illustrated. Speech output identifies each ieage in French 
and English, ferolier’s Encyclopedia also runs on this 
C&-R0M, as do audio CEs. Atari (us a task force at work now 
developing sore products for chi a player, which will be 
available at coapuiar specialty dealers and retail outlets 
in February, 1998, at a suggested retail price of *599. 

B0 ATARI DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

6.0. Graphics, in conjunction with Atari, wili bring to 
Bartel a sophisticated desktop publishing prograa called 
Peskset . This works as a front end to the Coepu&raphics 
typesetting equipser.t, offering the use of 1 , 800 fonts. 

This is not just a desktop publishing prograa for four-page 
newsletters and the like; it couid design entire 
publications such as Antic and START. It will output to such 
User printers as the striking Atari laser printer, also 
being desonstrated with Daskset, 


C 8 R Technology, Inc. 
(312) 289-5751 

815 "HIMES" (312) Z8MB89 

ATARI'" Hardisare eur Specialty 

ISBN's, SCSI's, 1852 Drives afid Here !! 

He handle a umpiete line af STAR! *** iiarinre 8 Software, 

| 10 1 20 KByte Hart Qt^c Bribes, art STAR Bet Hatrix Printers 

He car handle ysur specie! cable ruuirmnts also !! 

He an? both a HfilL order house and have DEMO Units 
where you can SEE and 1RV before jhh buy. 

Ul fiME 5 l DI5C2UKT m CASH !! 

! MSA HKD HfiSTERCfM ftCCEPTEfl ! 
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We r.'.w have Dr. T‘s 
4— Cf* D&uka, the new 
F i'r -dllor/Jibrarian for 
xc Yrmsha 4 -operator 
Bi -C/if. arizers 
biduc&v? the DX— 100, 21, 
& £7, f j»d the new FB -01 
g‘iJ 1X-81Z, 
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ProQTanmini! languages: 
nUsduis IS 

Fslice Personal Pascal 
3FR [Basic interpreter 
am) Compiler 
4N Forth 
ftlarh UJiliiams B 


Nlew Educational Software 
for the ST 

from Mchtron 
Unicorn 

& the Atari Arrakss Series 



caera to the Pal etc s . The package yields overhead 
transparencies and printouts. It Kill retail for $400. 


Hyp-L-P 


Antic Software is also showing Soectrun 512. its 
512-color paint progras, which expands the ST’s nor sally 
tiaited palette of 16 colors to 512. Sasctnis 512 can load 
and enhance pictures froa existing ST software as well as 
froa taiga picture files. Available now for 169.95 . 

An illation coses froa Antic Software as well with Cyber 
Paint, also 169.95. It eauiates the functions of a *1 AO, 900 
8uantei Paintbox — but for cosputer graphics instead of 
live video. Cvhsr Paint is a aeaber of the Cyber faaily of 
desktop video products. Its aany features include saocih 
raster tweening along any 3-D path, professional optic 
effects with planar rotations through 3-D space, and 
aoviola-style cut-«nd-paste. 

ROSE BUSINESS BITS 

The Inforaer free Regent Software is a sulti-tahle 
database with presentation graphics. Easy-to-use point and 
click functions let you create and eanipulate up to four 
databases at once. Vou can taport graphics froi DESftS and 
HEQchroie . .. Froa S&T coaes the Database Recounting Library. 
■enu-driven with options to confira, change or cancel 
entries... Hi-Tech Advisors announces Super Sales Pro, a 
full-featured point-of-sale inventory control software 
systea for the ST. It will accossodate aedius- to 
larger-sited wholesale, retail or tail order businesses. The 
coapany will provide free technical support... Froa 
Progressive Peripherals coaes Super base Persona l, a 
relational database, and the Logistik ties 'project 
•anageaent systes... 6.E.S.T Inc. offers B.E.S.T. Business 
Hanaoeaant . an integrated accounting systea offering general 
ledger. Available now, suggested retail price is $395... ISG 
Marketing, which brings you the well-known VIP. now has the 
taster?! an financial spreadsheet featuring the 6EH 
environcent with pull-down aemis, icons, scroll bars and 
column grabbers, it offers graphics features as well. Also 
froa ISG is an update to STftccounts. the integrated 
accounting package... Fron Royal Software cooes additional 
low-cost business progress such as Help Calc, templates for 
their £-2 Calc and VIP. Coning soon will be inventory 
Master for $99.95. 

MIDI 

Hybrid Arts was showing ASAP and ADftP 2. tne digital 
editing systea. A3AP 2 works directly with a hard disk. Also 
just released is Easy Score. Hybrid Arts’ new scoring 

pr ogres. 


NEW HARD DRIVE 

In lid-Deceihar ICS wiil ship its new 190 segabyte hard 
disk for 11,699. 


Coadex closed its after a five-day convention that 
attracted sore than 90,090 del agates. Exhibitors paid $27.95 
per square foot to the interface Sroup fir space at the 
show, which Cosdex leased frus the Conve.itien Authority for 
15 cents a day per square foot. I,, c-idiwsn to the plethora 
of products at the Atari booth was variety of item 
scattered throughout the Las Ve.is ..cnvenUm Center and 
various hotels. 

Froe Quintus Microsystess l»c, , (SHU roses a low-cost 
graphics tablet for the ST. PraT abl et ST replaces the 

souse pointer device with an accurate dioitnar tablet and 
scyius pen It works with program suen as Drafix. Degas, 
Easy Draw and CAD 3D , The tablet tas a working area of 12,0 
x 9,9 inches and a physical disension of 17.5 x 11.9 x 1.2 
inches. It’s available now and has a retail price of $395. 

ChartPak free Abacus software lets vou do business 
graphics on your ST, Create visual messages fro* raw 
miserical data. Use dip art or pictures froi PamtPro or 
rsoas- cosoatible prograss. It’s on the sarket now. 


CONTINUED ON THE NEXT RASE 
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312> 530-0988 

a i\ H'r i0am'7p*i 

H .-‘*22?®*'*“ .^C^EOSSS, 

ercHaracixsiTisr T ' ~ 

hi 15 U 615 OIUERSEY ELMHURST, n_ S012S 
W Add $3,00 shipping par order* 

t st video mGrre^FR 

.^jby DIGITAL C-iStON MARS *139.95 
Capture from your 

video camera* to* ver or 
uTiatever — IN COt-OR. for hoObkts, 

entertainment* eoen desktop f * ubltshers. 
includes software $ hook-up to your ST* 

The Animat : or 

IP vou'ua seerv th« ar T*t ' ' ST-COL3R* L 
graphics m SSj by Minds th*n you aJ- 
ready hau*a a 9ooci i^.^a this Program 

can do. Arwj itk fy user — friimdly that 
euisn we ftartian& didn't ru&ed to took at 
the instruction manual i Features mclud* 
t.swaaninc*" which tats you create the 1st 
t «. last cells, anc the computer does an 
tha uork in Ne 9 hly r'ecorunendtdL 

The Ngiii<j Statftm *28.95 

Finally a typesetting pro ^raun that ts easy 

to use* mixes graphics with text, & prints 

what you sea on your sermon — to s c a l. gj 
REQUIRES- 8*tHt Atari* 48k* Epson/G^ttm/ 
Panaso nic or Pr our iter f rmter^. 

f ALSO' W q- aiLABLEx ’" 1 
ouxk p i: c_.pc K£C 3 _n. 1030 printers 


PR:COfctKECTIDH, US’ .T XT-JBU Sp.. R h IIBO XL 

ri'rnTjE:; 1200 «. iscijass, uolksmodems 
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Reprinted fro* Zwo/AVtine, Chicago edition 

I took a run over to a lall this weekend and *as able to 
verify that the IE Ease systea is out. The »nst interesting 
thing is that vhen a previa* of the HESS ms given in the 
Spring issue of Atari Explorer, the release date of the 
systei Mas given as 'Fall of 19S17.* Here it is, fall of '87* 
and the systei is actually cut! Could this »esn that CHita 
Mill be out next year? The ieplications are scary. 

Since Christies is cosing up, this is the port set tiie to 
convince those friends of yours that have shown interest in 
coeputing that the XE&S eight he a good start. 

The systee cones Mith 3 qaaes: 

Missile Coaaand (built ini 
Bun Hunt (uses light pistol! 

Flight Biaulator 2 (uses keyboard) 

The systea coses with At ari BASIC built in and also coses 
aith a standard Atari IE keyboard. It has an SID port (so 


stem i s out, ! 


you can add a disk drive) that insures a computer that is 
completely compatible with existing Atari 8-bit cciputer 
systea. 

To get its eaete library going, Atari has re-released a 
fiuaher of gaae cartridges with a sticker indicating that the 
gases can be used with an IE computer or the It Beat systea. 
There are a nueber of non cartridges coting, including quite 
a few that usra previously only available on disk: Archon. 
l ine on 3ne Basketball. Lode Runner. Esvier-s Hidnioht Magic. 
Hiirdbai 1 , Fioht Might . Star Saidars 2. Blue Bax, Bali Blazer. 
Rescue on Fractalus. and Karateka . 

Ke* gases that haven’t bean available previously include: 
Food Fioht. Battlecone, Crossboit (for use Mith the light 
gun), and 2 shooting gases. 

The systee costs f ISO and is available at Toys 8 its and 
KayBei toys. If you currently qmi) an 8-bit systea and Mould 
like to play the previously sectioned gases, don’t worry. 

The cartridges Mill work Mith your current systei. 


RQC'jWARF Pi US 


731 W. PUHOES ROAD, WHEELING. ILLINOIS 80090 (312 ] 5 20*1/17 | 

Sony. mviNCPASBOAP^!AHOVERPASKTLIWOISW103?3^1 83T.950M 


COME TO TE-3S ATARI 

ST EXPERT 38 1: 

Atari Corporation shipped 
the first commercial 520ST 
computers domestically In 
July 1985. Software Pius 
has been soiling 3 T‘s all 
the time batwo in then and 
now...we Know our STst 
At softw&ns Pius, we sen, 
service, and support the 
Atari ST tine of computers. 
Yes, we are an authorized 
Atari ST service center! 
Need a hard dtek, modem, 
or printer? 


I 




W E HAVE THEM! 

Software Plus is proud to 
feature the largest refection 
of ST software in the entire 
Chicago areal Come in and 
browse racks and racks and 
racks of heme & business 
productivity, educational, 
developmental, and enter- 
tainment software. 

We can also teecs your 
quest for knowledges We 
stock the Abacus and 
Compute book series along 
with many magazines just 
for ST owners I 


WHY GO ILatTHEREI 

AH your ST needs are 
met 5n one store! So //ware 
Pius :,as everything you 
need from Macintosh emu- 
lators to MIDI synthesizers, 
SiarGHdars to Publishing 
Partners, and a whale lot 
more; 


SPECIAL SCAT OFFSRl 


I Get a 20% discount off of 
your software purchases 
| when you present your 
[SCAT membership card! 


GLOSSARY OF COMPUTEJR TERMS 
The 1st in a series to help the computer illiterate 


- A - 

ABORT - When the bus is full, the conductor shouts, "All 

Abort!* 

ABSOLUTE ADDRESS - Where she really lives, not where she 

told you she lives. 

ABSOLUTE ERROR - To buy a cotputer. 

ACCESS - A large, painful boil on the chips froe toe euch 
hacking. 

A/C CONVERTER - A physician specializing in bi-directional 

surgery. 

ACCURACY * Sonethmg iapossible for pragra»*ers to attain. 


ARTIFICIAL INTELLI6EHCE - Anybody who needs a sachine to 
tell thea what everybody else already knows, e.g. a 
CQjputefist, 

ASCII - The key to your girl friend’s apartesnt. 

ATTENUATE - Response to cannibal who's eaten the very best 
and asks you to rate it f or his. 

AUTOMATIC CHECK - The one you write every sonth to your 
software supplier. 

AUIO-A^SNER - Siflilar to Dial-A-Prayer, but instead of a 
clergyman, you get fir, Goodwrench. 

AUTO-REPEAT - A key which, when held down, when held down, 
when held down,,. 


ADDER - The part of a cow that counts how such silk is 
left. 

ADDRESS - What binary hackers wear when not wearing a suit. 

AL6GL - (that you sneak into the punch at hacker parties to 
liven then up. 

ALGORITHM - An unsteady gait as the result of too such 
algo!, 

ALPHA - Last naee of "Little Rascal* star, Alf. 

ANALOG - Banana and ice crean treat; good with jieaiea, 

ALPHABETIC - A blood condition resulting free too sany 
acronyss, 

AM8I6U1TY ERROR - When soeething is definitely wrong, or 

laybe not. 


AUXILIARY HEMDRY - Hhat you go to when she doesn’t believe 
you were ’working late at the office,* e.g. "The train was 

hijacked to Cuba,* 



ANSI - A hacker who can’t sit still, 

FOR ALL YOUR ATARI 

APPLE DOS - Apple Rx iDOSE’l SOFTWARE NEEDS 

ARITHMETICAL SHIFT - Going fros 1st TO 4th gear without 
skipping 2nd and 3rd. 

30 % OFF U5T 

ARPANET - The governeent coaputer network, i.e., the fine 

aesh we’re in. 520-3343 

ARRAY - Spontaneous exclamation by a hoc ter when southing 

works for a change; rarely used. 
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FACT SHEET 



Personal Computer System 


The Only One Megabyte Computer for under $ 1000. 



FEATURES: 

• Integrated CPU. keyboard, disk drvc desigr 

• 1.049,576 bytes SAM. 

• 196,608 bytes SOM 

• Built-in Ooerating System (TOS). 

• Full -stroke. 94-key intelligent keyboard. 

• 2 i/2" double-sided. double- density disk drive. 

720 kilobyte storage capacity (fomiatied). 

• Two-button mouse. 

• Sound generating capabilities - 3 voices from 3G Hz 
to above audible range 

• 512 colors 

• Selectable graphic resolution: 

640 x 400 monochrome. 

640 x 200 x 4 colors. 

320 x 200 x 16 Colors 


* Midi In/Out ports. 

* industry standard parallel interface port, 

* RS232C serial modem port. 

* Floppy disk port (including controller) 

for 2nd disk drive, 

* Hard disk port. 

» ROM cartridge port, 

* Mouse and joystick ports. 

TECHNICAL DATA: 

* MC68000 microprocessor; 32-brt internal. 16-btt external 

architecture. 

* Clock speed S mhc 

REQUIREMENTS: 

ATARI RGB or Monochrome Monitor. 


mii/Wc # 


yf OAIA WS/J8, 22/7 £L iO^ih. SIjulvL, (hJ.ca$o f IL GQ&i3(ll2} 

The Only Personal Computer for Less than $ 1 Per Kilobyte. 


Pfritfta iff OS* 


computer and plug it in. 

Booting it... 

Turn on the SH204. The lights on both drives should cone 
on and you should hear thee casing up to speed. If you do 
not see this, turn the drive ofS yru have hooked op 
southing wrong, and you had better hope it Hasn’t ths power 
cable. Both drives should boat, but one nay taka longer 
than the other. Wait until both drives civ up to speed and 
all lights are oft bet ore you turn the taeputer on. Met; 
you boot your systet, do it with the Supra software and 
natch the drives while it is bocang. Betn d*ive lights 
should flash. If they don’t, check for a twisted cable anti 
check the drive select jueper on your net* drive, 

'jp and running... 

Run SUPFNT.P8S. Click on DRIVE NUHBEfi and set the 
L061CAL UNIT MUHBER (not the SCSI mmbert to 1. Click on OK 
and the progra* should say hello to the new drive. If it 
already has an Atari ST for eat you won't need to re-forsat 
it, its partitions should be good. Otherwise, set the drive 
type to whatever type your drive is and f Great the drive. 
If you have probloas at this point, like the drive won’t 
foreat, you eay have to hook the new drive up as logical 
unit O (in place of the old drive) and foreat it. I had to 
do this because the old foreat on ey new drive ns not Atari 
ST foreat, and for whatever reason, the Supra software 


couldn’t foreat it. I eventually had to use HDl, then hook 
up the drive as unit 1, after which it worked fine. Hiybe 
this Ha s because I sucked up the drive's foraat before I had 
it hooked up right. 

One sore problem... 

For none reason, SUP6C0T sake? all drives frcti C-P 
avail able, whether they ate valid partitions or not. This 
baker it extfeaoly difficult is use a Raedisk. 1 had to 
•fadhv ay cuaces configuration progra* to shut off the 
i. i valid drives by changing the systea variable DRVBITS (at 
$*C2- 4C5) . After this it worked fine, and I now have 
Wife 

hose advice... 

Build e new box lor your drives, one with a fan in it so 
that your drives don’t overheat. They are very prone to 
this, since they need adequate ventilation. And don’t sake 
the cables too long, the drive’s peak data transfer rate is 
5 aegabits per second. 

If you have any trouble you can call ae in Ottawa after t> 
at (415)325-1499, or leave ae a aessage on the Atari Access 

BBS in Toronto. 

P,S. Please excuse ay spelling and ay graaaar, 1 used to 
use a Hac and as now a little warped. 



23?, aff all software - no extra charge for credit cards 

Ho charge for shipping 

SCI! fellers; present This ad a¥ pr iSSIp 
tM to receive an additional 5* off! 


the wisest business strategy to adopt. However, don’t loot 
for itprove&ent in short-tert profitability. It has beer 
ruaored that Sat Tragi el wants Atari Corporation to evolve 
into an electronics retaiier si tiler to Radio Shack in 
concept and this is the first step in that direction. 

- In Ray, 1986, Federated Group signed an agresnent with 
CoModors to tarket the Atiga. 1 do NOT know how tiles of 
the Alice have been. However, this situation presents a 
very interesting business relationship. First, doe: 
Atari/Federated want to teriinate the relationship with 
Cottodore? Second, if it does, it will take soee tine lor 
the stores to gear-up and eiphanze Atari computer 
products. This will not occur prior to the holiday buying 
season. Again, no short-ten positive iipact on sales. 

Another option available to Atari in the short-ten is that 
these stores could be an attractive outlet for its gaee 
aachine/car triages and the newly packaged low-priced 520 ST. 
This looks like a tanageable tarket strategy. 

C. FOURTH QUARTER SALES OUTLOOK: 

A recenj report in the Nall Stree* Journal caught »y 
attended igfocorp, a tarket research firt, has predicted 
that personal soap u ter sales will rise by 201 in the 4th 
Quarter. In fact one fin, Entre Cciputer, believes sales 
tight jutp as tuch as 25X. 

Nhat’s driving this outlook? Nell, according to Infocorp, 
businesses are coving up to tore powerful cotputers and the 
low prices in tne note eoaputer tarket are encouraging 
people to upgrade or buy their first coaputer, 

Such an outlook augurs well for Atari. Couple an expanding 
tarket, new products, and new retail outlets for low-priced 
node Is (including t'BH-PC cl ones 1 with on-site service 
centers, 4th quarter sales could rise beyond the projected 
industry average. 

One key to reducino the risk for anyone conteapiating a 
short- ten ATC stock purchase is to get tore intonation on 
how Atari plans co handle the 65 retail outlets. I called 
Sig Harttann for Atari’s view. Unfortunately, he was in 
Europe and wilt not return until after -tress tite. One fact 
is that Atari stock has dipped since the purchase of 
Federated and as of Septet&er 19 it steed at **1 per share - 
off by roughly 23X, 

On the positive sice, the overall cotputer tarket is 
trending upward and Atari shou'd benefit - particularly if 
the Regas and clones are available in sufficient supply to 
satisfy U.S. detand (no vaporware!. Also, don’t forget 
65-70X of Atari's sales are ovprsaas and the word fro* 

Europe is that detand continues to exceed supply. Thus, 
earnings for the 3rd and 4th quartet for Atari should be op. 
The question is how auch and will they satisfy tarket 


expectations? 

Third quarter earnings will arovi « ? vital key. Mule there 
is risk involved, 1 plan to hold v; ATC stock, taybe even 
purchase a FEN tore shares and re-evaluate in aid-Hovetber 
when tors information on 3rd quarter results is available 
and the trend in holiday sales is acre certain. 

KIBBLES ITS 

Hy June :ol u*r. raised soae questions concerning Trip 
Hawkins, the founder of Electronic Arts, and his attitude 
towards the Atari ST. The* coluon as usual was finished by 
Kay 15th, 2 weeks prior to publication. I have since 
downloaded a text file coaposed of individual tessages fro* 
late June found cn Genie (I 32991. Basically, each tessage 
berates EA and then turns around and asks the* to support 
the $7 (the logic escapes tel. EA responded stating that 
they have released top-flight software for the ST (taking 
credit for Batteries led tided prograas which in less 
dipioaatic tens could be labelled plagiarist!. 

If EA really believes what they are releasing frot their ONK 
efforts is good software, bully for thee. Personally, there 
still is no cospelliog reason for ae to buy one of their 
software titles. Of course, you lay do what you want, hut I 
don’t reward arrogance. 

ATARI SCUTTLEBITS 
By Bob Kelly 

ATARI and It’s Coepetitcrs ......... 

Prior to ‘Black Ronday* (October 19, 19871, the stock 
-tarket had been in a period of decline since August, Atari 
stock at dosing on October 16, 198? stood at $10, down over 
302 in the last tenth and a half. Rotors about Atari 
contiroed to circulate in the user coaiunity: Gary Traaiel 
was focusing or. ahaping-up Federated stores while Sat rons 
Atari, -aplyittg, of course, that Jack lost i interest in 
running hath; dealers didn’t have tne new- products on the 
East Coast and Canada, itolying Either poor aanagetent or a 
break down in the Far East supply chain, The rutors 
wlti plied end 1 could not verify a single one of the aany, 
Cotphcatiiig the picture is one known fact, Atari fired the 
last three successive Vice Presidents for tarket ing, faster, 
it seets, than the blitter chip can refresh the screen. 

To the outside world, this turaoil takes Atari seet not 
only to be at war with itseH, but also with its custoaers. 
Thus, by either inference or divine judgesent aany investors 
believed sotething to be wrong in the house of Traaiel, Now 
along cotes Black Konday, the stock tarket falls by 50B 
points. Atari’s stock iATC! drops another 20! to SB per 
share. Coupling the general econoay-wide factors negatively 
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SCAT general wetings are held on the first Saturday of each 
eonth at lliOvat. See the ciitndar for dates. The laea'non 
is the College of Depage - Student Retiree Center s Uebert 
Rd. batmen fioosev»it and Butterfield Res., Glen Ellyn, IL. 


ffca SCAT Newsletter is a publication of the Suburban Chicago 
STifiaiis. Any coeesnis or questions should be addressed to 
SCAT via P.ft. Bey 72266, Sessile, IL 60172. Sr call m of 
the joilesinci off item 


The Beginner’s SIS mis at the College of SuPaga at 10:06 m 
I ons dour before the regular Besting!* (Chair sent Tut 
Bartel t 637-5379 l San Hirechfeld 966-71871 


The SIS mtiug are a little up in the air right nun. 
cose to the party and ise'li sate seas decisioes, 


so 


The schedule a.Ti lacetier. of sesting'- are w«watt to change 
so tie sure to loot; in the sast recent newsletter for the 

correct date. 

The deadline tor submission of eaterja! or e-- r Using cepv 
for the newsletter is the 10th of the urior eonth. All 
eateriai received after that date sill '.a considered for 
inclusion in a future issue. 


hen fi«;d 

President 

893*2913 

Kite Yecue 

Vice President 

449-4496 

ftp;; Ps^ers 

Irsastirer 

B24-0S88 

Ron Ufkiii 

8-bit librarian 

634-5345 

trie "nsentino 

16-hi: Librarian 

472-8474 

Jeff Pirsi 

Secretary 


Tteb HI’ ! an 

(feuslettkir Ed. 

639-1412 

Jill lies Janhiis 

irait editor 

993*9559 

John Siitenek 

Sysop 

462-9833 

Steve Sikorski 

fiuventur* ffa'i! jr 

930-0467 

Bob Sciiuficht 

President ceeritus 

374-4334 

24 hour Bulletin Bo 

ard Syste* 

462-9844 


PoriistiSKi to reprint any saterisl froa this neasletter is 
grated to any not for profit User Group provided proper 
credits are given. Transfer via sodee or exchange of 
•acetic sedia tin bo arranged. Cal! the editor ar write 

for sore mf creation. 
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